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5 dene volence, and the nobleſt act of diſintereſted charity, which . 2 7 


we can poſſibly extend to our fellow-mortals, is, to warn = 3 
them of their anger through fin, and to point them to the 235 
great propitiation“ of the San of Ge; in order, that 3 


* being ſaved from wrath thro' H 1,” their happineſs may-be- ĩ·ðè ⸗ - 
Lure in life, death, 1 * * Pn . 5 . $ > 
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| 1 pages (a feu Warpe 27 
Swe + excepted) contain the copy of 'a manuſeript. f 
. diſpatched, not long fince, upon the important er- 
rand, ſpecified in the title page. Die perſon, to 

10. it was addreſſed, is now numbered among F/ E 5 
dead. But, as * declining” health” is a ſymptote of - 
| mortality, that daily occurs ; and, 'as multi tudes' 

ficken and die around i wr, without any real ſolicitude 
about matters of eternal moment, and without "a 
Angle ray of gofpel-tight, to conduct them in their | 

paſſage thro' ** the valley of the ſhadow of deutu . 
the author has been prevailed upon to make that 
public, which” he originally intended, only, at 4 
fubjecs of private admonition to an individual: * ! 
I order to apologize for the length of the fol 

8 bh letter, as well at 10 obviate'a fu ſpicion "of 
its being fictitious, merely from its prolixity; it 
ſeems neceſſary to inform the reader, that the pecu- 
liar circumſtances of the patient, whoſe-diforder was 
extremely lingering, and whoſe caſe, in a religious 
point of view, ſeemed to require a deliberate and 
mi nine e on, Juggefied the probable utility 
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vi. PREFACE 
of lei; more,” in the preſent inftance, Than i 


Anal, in private epiffolary correſpondence. And, 
it bs; hopes, that he anxiety of the author, when 


 engaved in a matter of ſo great” importance, will 


be admitted as an, additional plea for. his  tray- 
gre </ing the bounds of revity on a \ ſubjed, where had 
ai leſs, he would not, perhaps, have, ſaid enough. 
And now, reader, whether yau are in fickneſs or 
in health ; in ya ah or in years;. know, that, 8 
Following epifile: contains a ſabjeck, in which you are 
deeply concerned $. and. to which, on that account, #1 
moſt carneſtly., and. nr, ſelicit your attention. V 
er are young, Lay, and 7 yy yak may, perhaps, 
at, Of ubat 1e, car ar addreſs to a perſon. in 
declining. health be co. mes“ I anfaver, A4 
every way, It may, thro" the divine bleſſing, tack 
' you how, to uſe health; \kow te prevent the abuſe 


F it, and how. to \ prepare for its decline. Health, = 
in its am vigor, is but mortality in bloom.: and 


fe itſelf i is but our: death begun. 4 conſtitution 
in its Prime, like à full-blown flower, is an in- 
viking object that often tempts the hand of death to 
crop it. O tow neceſſary, then, to be fore- warned 


and fore armed, upon the approach, of an event 
| L awful, and \ probably fo very near! Go, learn 


hat that meancti J die daih, + and. ten 


* + x Cor, r5; 31. | judge, 


N DNR A GON a 

Ade: meer e Should nat be reminded e 

truth, which. all know, but moſt forget; or ale 
ther it. be too ſoon to prepare, far at may Jann, | 
the, very. nent hour. —Perhaps po are 4 little, 
hacked at the ſaund of the terms t ſolemn counſels.) | 
But, wherefore'? | Qught nat that advice to be 
replete with, folemnity, whicſs relates to events- the 
maſt ſolemn... O conſider; is it not ſolemn, to be 
ſick? Is itinot. fill more ſolemn, to die? it 
not ten thouſand times mort ſa, ts be brought, 
to judgment ? Aud, to receive from the mauth of, 
Fe: in Ane hy wee never 


is, _ roy an e in at Ps Kipp 22 4 
| folemn, as to admit of 10 parallel. whatever? % 
all theſe ſcenes, as, they will occur in ſolemn and, 
. inevitable ſueceſſion, 'yow.. muſh one day. be. @ Wite: 
neſs. Would you wiſh then to baniſh the idea of 
| them from your thoughts * Or, are you unwilling 
to read now, what you will, ere long, ſee as a 
ſolemn fact? God forbid! Rather, let me hope, 
that you will be neither Hartled at the title, nor 
offended at the ſubject of the pamphlet. Read it 
with. candor : compare it with ſcripture. Aud, 
after you have well weighed its contents in that 


impartial balance of the ſandtuary, may you be con- 
"OR 
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| Frained to admit ibe foree of truth; an 40 
10 its authority. ©. Then ycu will know," that" 'the bk. 
rat” dorinies" of "the "goſpel, which treat" of ſub- 
jects of the greateſt ſulemnity,” lead no more to me- 
lancſioly than tolevity:—that, to be truly ſerious and. = 
 mopiſh, are as little allied ar health and diſeaſe; * 
gut and darkneſs : — and that a ſaving knouledge 
N tie truths ¶ revelation, is tie grand cordial 
for bo ſpirits'; "the balm of life ; the Jo's fer- 
| ſhine” in death; and the key*of paradiſe. May: 
Frace of God. incline" you: wen agar thei. 
crothn the experiment ! « Then ſhall you know, if 
you follow en 6 > know, the Lorp, that his going 


Forth it ar tie morning: and he ſhall. 

come unto you 'as the rain; as the latter and te 
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TAVING hs 1 PR 5 1 
friends, that your bodily health is re- 
duced to a ſtate of extreme weak - 
925 and chat there is cauſe to apprehend, 
the preſent alarming ſymptoms, attending 
your complaints, may be the certain fore- 
runners of your near- approaching diſſolution: e 


I thought, a few ſerious conſiderations, ſug- 


geſted at ſo critical a time, might be neither 


unacceptable nor unuſeful. As you : bave ; 


often liſtened, with patience, to my exhor- 
tations: from the pulpit, I have the greater 
hope, that you will bear with this addreſs from 


my /tudy.;. more eſpecially, when I aflure- you, 
that it proceeds from a diſintereſted. regard 


for your everlaſting concerns. And, who 


B „ : knows 
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| knows, how far it may pleaſe the Divine 


* 1 
I 


70 dneſs to give that bleſfing to a letter, which 
may not hitherto have accom panied a Sermon 2 


In that caſe, I ſhall have abundant cauſe to 


bleſs God, that I have not-written in vain ; and 
you, Mill Sreater reaſon to praiſe him, that N 


| you have not read in vain. 

I confeſs my expeditions are "raiſed” not a 
little, when I confidgg, that 1 am abgyt to 
addreſs one, „ut un the rod of affliction; 
and therefore in ſach cireumfiances as gene- 


1 12 4 lead to thoſe ſolemn reflections, which, 


n time of health and ſtrength. are baniſhed 
FO the mind as ſo many impertinent ob- 
truders. If ever the ear: of diſſipated mortals 
will ligen to the voice of Miſdom, or the heart 
admit her ſacred dictates, it will moſt eee 
be, at the time . the voice of In: ie 
heard: F 23 

Under the influence 61. ſuch IM * 55 
bore, 5 e e of Sen and the nature of 


2 


dreſs you, as a cing nan; as sone, . upon 


eiii. 2 r 
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„ fa , idee Hey e 66d. 0 1. Fry 
trouble have they viſited thee, they Paured "ne Proper, when: 15 1 f 
e ananel II. 26. 16. e 

the 


K 11 =; = 


dhe verge of eternity : for, tuch you coptiinly ” 


are, and ſuch indeed the writer of this epiftle . £ 


is; even ſuppoſing that the largeſt ſhare of 
| health were the portion of us both. In the 
midi of life we are in death, is a declaration 
no leſs applicable to the healthy, than to the N 
invalid. But, conſidering that the ſeeds of 
death, originally ſown in the body by the fatal 
hand of in, begin to ſpring up in your dif- 
_ eaſed: conſtitution; and that you feel thoſe | 
Pains, which indicate the approach of that 
great change, which will ſoon be ſucceeded 
; by an awful eternity of bliſs or wo:—confider- 
ing, that that health, which has been hitherto 
preſerved by almoſt a miracle of -providence, 
begins to droop under the hand of pining 
fickneſs; and that your conſtitution: (which 
perhaps you have, ſometimes, in a vaĩn- glorious 
fit, imagined to have been proof againſt diſ- 
eaſe) is now at laſt obliged to yield to the 
various ſhoc ks and injuries it has received: 
conſidering toe, that, in all probability, the 
declarations of the phyfician, the opinions of 
friends, and the apprehenſions of the afflicted 
Patient himſelf, all unite in pronouncing you 
4 « H man :—is there not the greateſt pro- : 
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| pricty In my re hag you as ſack, now that | 


8 Perhaps your complaints appear to acquire 
gradual ſtrength, and to baffle, at once, the 


kill of phyſigians and the power of medicine? 
Conſider then, Sir, (and it will even do you 
no harm, to conclude) that you are a dying 
mum —that in a little, perhaps a very little 
one, and your place ſhall 
know you no more for ever :—that your days, 
. which always fled ſwifter than the poſt, * now 
fly with fill greater velocity, as they draw 
nearer to their final conclafion :—that the 
ſands in your glaſs are juſt run out, and that : 
the few remaining ones,. ere they are all ex- | 
hauſted, as with ſo many voices, call upon 
vou to redeem the time, and ponder your 
latter end: — that DEATH, the inexorable meſ- 
f Nenger, is making ſwift and ſure advances 
toward the object of his ſolemn commiſſion, 
and is juſt ſtretching forth his reſiſtleſs and 

relentleſs hand, to cut the brittle thread of 
life: — that the ſame meſſenger is, as it were, 
Preſenting you with a copy of the deuth- war- 
rant, ſigned and ſealed by the hand of Him, 


from whom ale the iſſues of life that in a 
very ſhort ſpace, the King f terror will ar- 
reſt you as his priſoner ; carry you into 4 
land of darkneſs, where all things are forgotten; 
and ſeparate. you for ever from: all the buſy. 
ſcenes of life, in which you have been con- 


verſant:—and that, as ſoon as the actual ſe- 


8 of ſoul and body takes place, your 
immortal part muſt inſtantly paſs to the tri- 
. of God; there to receive that ſentence, 
which ſhall be publicly, ſolemnly, and irre- 
yocably confirmed, by eee e VP 
of the Son: of G. 5 
Tho' vou may have bed theſe chiles 
formerly in theory, yet I fear, the confides 
ration of them never had a due influence 
upon your heart and life. Had this been the 
cafe, they would have been attended with 
the moſt happy conſequences to yourſelf, at 
the ſame time that the effects would have ads 
miniſtered the moſt pleaſing ſenſations to 
your friends. But it is to be feared, you 
have treated theſe deep matters with that 
degree of indifference, peculiar to the fluctu- 


® Jab x. 21, a. 
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1 14 1 + | 
ating Sceptic, whoſe buſineſs it is to ſpecu- 
late upon every thing, and believe nothing. 
Whatever may have been your views for- 
merly, it is incumbent on you to get ſuch 
2 knowledge of things now, as will introduce 

a ſort of realization of them into your inmoſt 

foul: Formerly, you talked about death and 

its conſequences; but now: you are (perhaps) 
aQually dying -- and it concerns you deeply, 
to bring the folemn ſcene as near to you 
as poſſible, in order that you may feel the 
fſubject, and be vo longer contented with A 
diſtant repreſentation of the matte. 
Permit me further to obſerve, that in your 
Preſent awful ſituation, with death, judgment, 
and eternity in view, it behoves you to make 

à ſexious rettoſpect to your paſt life, and 
impartially to examine your heart, by that 
_ infallible touchſtone, the Mord of God. I am 
well aware that the ſcrutiny may give you 
pain; but remember, it may on that ac- 
count, be propertionably ſalutary. Let us 
ſearch and try our ways, is an injunction as 
i npenlahle, as it is important and bene- 


— A > hs. _ +3 'e * : 
- 0 
6. 60254 ficial. 


hb . s 5 
 ficial, Hence David prahs. Search ne, O 
. GoD, and know my Ms try me and know: my : 
_ thoughts : and ſer if there be any wicked way in 
me, and lead me in the way everlaſling;*+* And 
in concurrence with the ſame petition, he 
fays, I thought on my ways, and turned my: 
Feet unto. thy teſtimonies. F Lea, we are poſi- 
tively commanded by Gop himſelf, to enter 
upon this heart- ſearching work of felfeſeru«: 
tiny. For, Thus: faith the Lozp of RY ns 

ſider your” ' Ways. & etl” e > 
I, however, you feel e 15 
the work, from a dread of inward remorſe, 
and a fear of anticipating horrors, which I 
pray God may never be your portion; ſuf- 
fer ne to ſuſtain the office of a remembrancer 
to you. And if, in executing ſo important. 
a taſk, I ſhould take upon me to ſpeak both, 
plainly and faithfully, you will be candid. 
enough, I hope, to attribute my plain-dealing, 
not to a love for ſeverity, but to a loye for 
truth, and a concern for your. foul. Beſides, 
yu ws HIDE ſaid, Thow, ſhalt in any: 
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0005 reproue * Py and a Jer f. 


por” him. . 8 * x. ng ; 18. <<: A 8 *x te I 
_ x\Confider. then; Sir. 3 SN is von en 5 
born; you. went afray. Lou were uſhered in- 


to the world, with a nature replete with en- 


mity againſt God, his truth, his diſpen- 


— 


all the members of the body, the ſcripture 
calls, the carnal mind. 1 This is the foun- 


tain of corruption; the origin of every 


| evil ; and the root of all practical wickedneſs. 
The plague of the heart. 9 And "becauſe it is: 


0 ſtitutes, what is emphatically ſtyled, 


a.” comatural. malady, the word of God deno- 


minates us Tranſgreſſors from the womb. 5 
As this original pollution is the ſource of 


our apoſtaſy; the knowledge, the feeling cn- 


in of it, lies deeply at the root of genu- 
ine converſion to God: and without it, all 
mere outward reformation is but like ſkinn- 
ing over à wound, whiting a ſepulchre, 


_—_— ity : — of the cup, or lopping 
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„ 
of a ham: outward. branches, while the root : 
and trunk remain in the ground. A radical 
cure of ſin muſt begin at the heart, in a 
conviction of our tetal ruin by nature. 

That you have been under the influence of 
this in- born corruption, this in- bred enmity 


of heart againſt God, let your whole life, 


from the follies of child-hood up to. the re- 
bellions of adult years, bear witneſs. How . 
early did this corrupt bias break forth in 
the deſires of your heart, the wor pf - 
mouth, and the actions of your life 
haps you can recollect ſcenes, in which you 
very ſoon commenced a practical rebel againſt 
the LorxpD; and in which, you fully exeme 
plified that mortifying deſcription of human 
nature, in the book of Fob, Man is born like 
_ the wild aſs's colt; * with a diſpoſition, brutally 
ftupid. and refractory. And, if, during the 
years of your neceſſary ſubjection to parental 
authority, and under the diſcipline connected 
with a liberal education, you were kept 
within the bounds of tolerable decency : yet, 
how quickly did . You. caſt off i er, bath, | 


——_ * at 


LEY 


* 


1 


of pennt and of God? and give a ſad 
proof, that mere  tuman cultivation, unaſſiſted 


by. divine grace, is but like a temporary 


damm, oppoſed to a ſwelling fiream! How 
| ſoon were the dictates of reaſon, the clamors 
of conſcience, the admonitions of parents, 


and the reſtraint of education, forced to 
give way, before the impetuous torrent of 
=— headſtrong corruptions. DG 
After your arrival at manhood, what a ſcene 
froth preſent itſelf to your view! Look back. 
eMber, if you can, the inflances of your 


hardneſs and impenitency. Are they not 


without number? Do they not teem with 
aggravations? Can you recollect them, with- 


out fear and confuſion? Were not ſome of 
your ſins of a very deep dye? equal in hue 


to the crimſon or the ſcarlet? or even black 
as hell itſelf? Did they not call for venge- 


ance? And is it not of the Lord's mercies | 


that you were not cut off in the midſt of them? 


When croſſed in the diſpenſations of Divine 
Providence, did you not toſs and kick '* like 
à bullock unactuſtomed to the yoꝭ? * and rage, 
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ä with 
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wah impatience, Like a 5 bull in a IT = 
When bleſſed, did you not forget the author f 
your bleflings, and convert his very mercies 
into an occaſion of ſinning againſt him? Did 
you not make proviſim for the fleſh to Fulfit ; 
the Iufes thereof ? F How often did your con- 
duct ſay to the Lord, Who is the Almighty, 
that T ſhould obey him ? I defire not the knowledge © 
of his ways.” + —You "ie been frequently in 
perils, urgent and numerous ; and your deli- 
|  verances have been great beyond expectation, 
and gracious, infinitely ſo, beyond your de- 
ſerts. But, inſtead of praiſing the Lord for his 
 gvodneſs, and declaring with your heart and life 
his wonderful works to the children of men, (| you. 


inſtantly forgot your danger, and che l- 


gracious hand that ſnatched you from it. You. 
have, perhaps, fometimes, ruſhed into ſcenes. 
of moſt hazardous temptation, with your eyes 
open; and, through the impetuoſity and wil- | 
ful preſumption of your conduct, have ſet. 
God at defiance, and as it were courted your : | 
deſtruction. And yet, when a miracle of mercy - 


— — — 


* Ia. li. 20. $ Rem. xiii. 14. + Exod. v. 2. 
1 9% m. l. I cu. . 
Cc 222 Ls 


tw)” 


inter 4 to reſcue you from the th 
5 Las danger, ſelf-ſought and ſelf-procured, 
what return did you make unto the Lord? 
Inſtead of admiring his goodneſs and ſeeking 
his favor, which is better than life, you virtu- 
ally trampled on the mercy that faved you. 
from the jaws of death and the pit of deſtru - 
tion; and returned to your former courſe of 
ingratitude and rebellion, with as great * 5 
and as little remorſe, as ever. | 
Sometimes, the LoRD hath been 0 
tated to croſs. you in your temporal affairs; 
to afflict you in your perſon , Or in your family. wx 
While his chaftening was upon you, what 
proteſtations of repentance did you make! 
and with what ſeeming humbleneſs and con- 
trition did you lie under his mighty hand 1 
But alas! when the chaſtiſement was over, all 
your reſolutions evaporated into empty air. 
Lour promiſed goodneſs was like the ee 
- cloud,” or the early dew that goeth away. | So 
that you have to anſwer for the guilt of 
broken vows, and ſolemn engagements ſtifled 
in che voy” birth. . no  fooner did the 
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rod drop from the hand of relenting mercy, 
than you lifted up the ff of wickedneſs + 
againſt a gracious Sovereign, and ſinned againſt” 
him with a high hand and a ſtretched- out 
arm. Although, while the finger of God 
touched you, a dread of his impending in“ 
dignation forced you, like - Pharaoh, - to ſay,” 
I have fanned, the Lord is 'righteous,” and I am 
wicked. Vet as ſoon: as the ſtorm ſubſided, 
like the ſame impenitent and incorrigible mo- 
: narch, 1 05 more and t I > 
ms And yer after all theſe — pro- 
vocations of offended Majeſty and injured 


85 mercy þ methinks, I behold the footſteps: of 


Divine Goodneſs purſuing you ſtill, and hear 
the voice of Infinite Long: ſuffering, weeping 
over you, and ſaying, Hoꝛo ſhall I give tſiee 2 
Ephraim ? How ſhall I deliver thee Iſrael ” ben 
ſhall T make thee as Admah ? How ſhall I ſet ther 
as Zeboim ? Mine heart is turned: within 12 1 17850 ; 
repentings are kindled together, C/ ! 
"Great: and- manifold. as "Ow offences already 
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+ Iſo, Iviii. 4. Exad. ix. 27. 
4 Exod. ix. 34. I Hoſe zi. 8. 


men- 
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mentioned, may be, there are Rill ſome heck 
hind, of greater enormity. and more grievous 
aggravation ; from which your conduct has 
not been exempt. Conſider, Sir, how great 
your religious advantaget have been, and how 
great muſt have been your guilt, in proportion 
to your abuſe of them! Tou have been bleſs- 
ed with a relation to piaus parents, who have 
taken not a little pains to inftill the great 
truths of revelation into your mind; who have 
| adviſed you; reproved you; warned you; pray- 
ed for you; and wept over you. A connexion . 
with other godly relatives, though more diſ- 
tantly allied, has introduced you to ſimilar - 
privileges. You have ſhared in their addreſſes 
to the throne of grace, and have been often an 
ear-witneſs to their heavenly converſation. | 
You have often heard them declare the great 
things God had done for their ſouls, * with an 
intent of provoking you to ſeck after the fame 
ineſtimable bleſſings. And when you were in 
the height of your finful career, you have been 
made to feel the wounds of a friend r in ſome 
ſalutary reproof, given you, perhaps, by an 
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old 
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old companion, who had once been your 2 
"IL ſociate in iniquity, but now wiſhed to bring 
you with himſelf, into the road to heaven. 


But alas ! have not all theſe advantages, de- 
nied to thouſands, been loſt upon you 2? 
Have you not to regret, that parental in- 
ſtruction has been deſpiſed ; the admoniĩtion 
of relatives diſregarded; and the counſel of 
friends caſt behind your back? Muſt it 
not fill you with exquiſite compunction, to 
reflect, that you have very, very often, made 


a parent's heart to bleed, and have given 


melancholy occaſion to friends, to mourn 
for you in ſecret places, becauſe of your 
ſtubborn oppoſition to their united counſels? 
And will not the fighs, the tears, the prayers, 
and the reiterated admonitions of both, riſe up 
as ſo many witneſſes againſt you, unleſs the 
grace of God interpoſe? 

But, you have been favored, moreover, 
with the unſpeakable privilege” of hearing the 


goſpel ; that word of reconciliation ; ; that mei- 


ſage of peace and good- will to men; which 
is the crowning mercy in our longeſt liſt of 
| bleſſings. In theſe glad tidings of great Joy 


to finners, you, have had a | full offer of life, 
thro' 
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complete propitiation of his esa * 8 


Tlubis offer has been made you in the call 


of Chrift's. miniſters, who have again and again 
exhorted- you to chaſe life that you might live, * 


you have not given full credit to their meſ- 


ſage; and by unbelief (that damning fin) you 


have rejected the counſel] of God againſt your- 


fel. : and provoked him to ſwear in lit 
wrath that you ſhould never enter in 


into his reſt. $ 
By not receiving the goſpel in the love. of 


, you have avowed your diſapprobation of 
God's method of ſaving finners thro' Jzsus, 


and have ee to yourſe K. the Son of God 


tho* ee e a of the mount that 


durned with fire ** have flaſhed in upon your 

mind with irrefiftible horror, and ſcorched 

your conſcience with inexpreflible anguith ; 
yet you have. never fled for- refuge from this 


Lau, ++ to the blood Sof the Lamb, 


85 nn you might be are from. 0 curſe A 
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Him 3 but have 3 gilt, on. the „ 
of Mount Sinai, tho vou were in danger every 
moment of periſhing under the extreme males 
dict ions which iflue | from it. Neither the ter - 
rors of the law, nor the charnis of the goſpel, 
prevailed apc yo to flee from the wrath ta 
come. | 

By your 1 Bae upon a e golpel, , 
you have acquired a ſpeculative knowled e of 
the plan of Salvation, it holds forth. * his, 
though i in certain caſes, 2 diſtinguiſhed bleſling, 
| has proved to you an eventual curſe. For, 
| hereby you have (after the manner of al ſelf- 
deceiving profeſſors, who hear the word, but 
do ĩt not) procured to yourſelf the aggravated. 
45 method of finning againſt goſpel-light, as welt 
as againſt the convictions of natural conſci- 
ence. Thus, you become more inexcuſable 


chan thouſands, becauſe you knew the goſpel i in 


theory, but rejected and diſgraced it in practice. | 


Conſider then; and O, for your ſoul's ſake, 
confider it ſeriouſly, Sir 3 that the retroſpect 
to your paſt life is truly an awful one,—Wha 
MERCIES abuſed! What DELIvERANCES for? 


gotten! What PRIVILEGES | lighted! 1 What | 


SANT committed! ! What GOODNESS  Contemned: t 
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What carat Love bange 
upon! What WX ATR tteaſured up! What re 
bellion againſt G0 ! What injury to FRTENDSF 
What ruin to YOURSELF! What a S4vrow 
| bverlooked! What a Sarvarion ſpurned? 

| What a G68 ET difobeyed ! Whit Thar arznd 

. trifled with! What rRONMTsES diſbelieved! 

t precious INE loft! What TALENTS 
mii ;pplied 3 What OPPORTUNITIES diſregard: 
ed! But above all; What 6viLt incurred t 


3 


8 And what a a GOD provoked!” ae 
2 ben f view the awful confequences akterid- 
ant upon this many. linked chain of rebellions, 5 
1 am induced to addreſs you, not only a8 

= dying, but as a dead nan; ;—dead, by the ſen- 
nee. of. Q 's righteous law—dead, in refs 

8 and fins—dead, to everything of a truly 

red nature ; ; and obnoxious to that dreadful 
penalty, the ſecond death, which i is the conflirn- 
mation of miſery, and the final wages of Ini: 

: quity. To die, in ſuch. circumſtances, is to lie 
under the ag; of A violated * to fall i into o the i 


of 3 agi fs! e ar 1 in- ; 
finite juſtice ; to leave the world unforgiven, and 
paropreried 3 to feel the e the worm 
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; 1 does not che apprehenſion. er dent 
4 things move you? 15 your heart ſo ſtecled, and 
Jour conſcience To callous; tllat the confide- 
kation of your” extreme danger leabes no 1 
lentful impreffon upon your mind? Can you 
reflect « on the uttermoſt wrath of God, with- 
out a fingle ſenſation of horror? Dare yon 
meet your ſins, ſet in array before you, and 


not ſtand appalled at the fight? Can yougrap- 
ple with Almighty vengeance ? Can you dwelt 
with everlaſting burnings ww Are the awful threats 
of incenſed ſovereignty to be trifled with D DO 
| you ſuppoſe, that infinite veracity will , ” 
when i it fays, The wicked Hall be turned into hell? + 
Can you look upward to the bar of God 
downward, to the Jaws of death, and the pit of 
| deſtruction ?—backward, to your: paſt life? 
inward, to that myſtery of iniquity, your . 
heart *—and forward, to the boundleſs eternity, 
opening to your eye Can you, I ay, a 
this ve: feld view of the awful ſcene in which | 
vou are on all ades ſurrounded, U Rand 
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| 817 . N the very confines of | 
the. inviſible. world? Let me indulge- 
the ho pe, that .your Ne] although ſo long 
immerſed i in iniquity, is not altogether ſear- 
ed; and that there ſubſiſteth, new at leaſt, 
ſome faint defire to liften, patiently, to thoſe 
ſuggeſtions of a. friend, which once you may 
have been - diſpoſed to reject, as the attack 
of an enemy. Be aſſured, I mean to act 
the part of 2 friend; and that, in the moſt 
See ſenſe of the word: 1 with to be 
"A, friend: to your beſt. intereſts. 8 

MI, have. -been rather ſevere in your ap- 
Wy  prehenſion ; ; let me aſk, 1 there not a cauſe £2 
A inner, upon the brink of the grave, is 
neither to be trifled with, nor flattered : 
ſince adulation or negligence in ſuch a caſe, 
would be abſolute cruelty, Wounds, that 
have been long feſtering, and that chreaten 
5 death. ſhould nat be tickled with a feather, 
"i ſkinned , over with a palliative: they 
ſhould be ſearched to the bottom, and made 
to feel, the ſoripture · probe: otherwiſe they 
will be healed Sightly, * and break out with 
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| Having now, laid before you your guilt; 
and its aggravations, may I not foridly hope, 
that you are ready to adopt the publican 's 
cry, God be merciful to me a mer? * to join 
| in the jailor's grand inquiry, What muſt 1 
40 to be ſaved? + and to take up the ſell⸗ 
bemoaning lamentation of poor Ephraim, Thot 
haſt chaftiſed me, and T was chaſtiſed, as 4 
bullock wnaccuſtomed to the ne turn thou * 
and I. Hall be turned? l 
Should ſuch be the dubjeg e of your anxi- 
ous inquiries, Lol I have good words agd 
comfortable. to bring you, from the volume 
of inſpiration. There, in that fair garden 
of God, ſtands the free of li ife, which furs 
niſhes poor diſcaſed ſinners, with the balm 
of Gilead; whoſe fruit is the life of the 
world, and whoſe leaves are far tie healing- of 
tile nations. There the Savior of SINNERS 
ſhines, like the ſun in the firmament, in all 
the heavenly luſtre, ſuitableneſs, ſufficieney, 
and glory of his grace, There he is ex- 
hibited as Fehovah our righteouſneſs, mighty- to 
ſave to the uttermaß, all who come unto God 
+ Luke viii. 13. x 1 Allr xvi. 30. 99 8 Jer. xxxi. 18. 


through 


: through 8 Hear ki he YE he opens 
his comm ion. as the meſſenger of the cove- 


want, and in what language of inexpreſſible . 


| conſolation he. deſcribes. the contents of it ! 
The. Spirit of the Lox Go is upon me, be- 
cauſe the Lon, hath aminted me to preach good 7 
tidings unto the meck : be hath ſent me to bind 
wp the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and the opening of the priſon to 
them that. are bound 0 procleim + the agu 5 
ar of the Lond, * __ 
Iln order that, you. may entertain ſuitable 5 
* e of his high office; of his perſonal 
qualifications: for it, and of the glorious 
manner in which he hath executed it, con- 
Ader I. Wi, he il: II. What he las dane: 
I. He is, the brightneſs of his father's glry, 
** the expreſs image of his perſon; * ; poſſeſf. 
ing an union of eſſence with him, in all the 
glorious attributes and perfeQions, peculiar | 
to Deity: for, in him dwclleth ALL, TAE 
-FULNFss' OF. THE GopREAD bodily. + * The 
inſpired writings: give him the divine titles 
eee en + of the 1 AM; $ ol the only 
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L. Vi. 3. compared with Jobs xii. 41. 5 Exod. u — compared 
"with 9; vii. 30, and Jobs viii. * a 
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fe God our Savior'; I the true God; 4 hs: 
all the angels of God are commanded to 


woſſtip; and all men 0. honor, even as 
they honor tbe Father. tt Exalted titles and 


dignities theſe, which the oracles of heaven 5 
would never have attributell to w mere crea- 
ture; and which can be the proper claim | 


of Emmanuel, only as he is, in full corequa- - 


ty. the Fellow 1 of the Almighty. But, 


that it might not be ſuppoſed, ſuch divine 


epithets are names of compliment, intended 


only to deſcribe a ſubordinate or à deriua- 


tive God ; the ſcriptures of truth take care 
to aſeribe to the LORD Jzsus' CHRIST, all 
| thoſe perfections of nature, which are declas 
rative of exiſtence underived, and of ;glory . 


pr I to any created being whats, 


Hence the diſtinguiſhing characterif- 
tics W his glorious perſon, are, wiſdam TY 


#S- 


and knowledge, in all their infinite and ex 


hauftleſs treaſures ;—Power, If almighty, un- 
limited, and irreſiſtible Glory, NN r 
and incom nne e „ by 
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Jude xv. 11 e . . 15 16, . 
Pſa; xevii. 7. tt Jobs v. ag. 11 Zecb. xiii. 7. 1 | 
3. II x Cor. i. 24. Rev. iv. 11. Nom. i. 4. l. 
Lxviii. 18. J Eſal. xxiv. 7-10. James ii. r. Rev. 
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which ne fillet. the higheſt heavens, \ and 
eftablitheth his ſeat in the loweſt hell — On- 
niſcience, + equally privy to the tranſactions 
of the univerſe, as to the moſt ſecret re- 


ceſſes of the human heart z and to which, 


the- gloom. of midnight is no more a veil, 
than the blaze of day ;—Self- Exiftence, + that 


prerogative. peculiar to the divine eſſence, 
which crowns all the other attributes with 
infinite and inexhauſtible fulneſs.— Such, to- 
gether with the moral perfections of Juftice, 
| immaculate holineſs, inviolable truth, boundleſs 
f mercy, . and laving-kindneſs, are. the inherent | 
and natural qualities of that divine Perſon, 


who, though made lower than the angels $. in 


his humiliation, nevertheleſs. thought it no 70h ; 
ber to be EQUAL WITH Go. || . 


In further proof of the  firit correſpon- 
Jance of his titles with his perfections, and 
of his perſonal glory founded upon both; 


view him in thoſe works, which exhibit an 
univerſal atteſtation to the important truth; 


and, as with ten thouſand. ieee, proclaim 
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4+ Jab xvi. 30. and Rev. ii. 23, compared wit Jer. xvii. 10. 
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his, eternal power and Godhead... The creation 
of all things, is attributed to him, a8 he | 
Lonp Go OMN1POTENT; while, to dup- 
port and ſuperintend the univerſe, f is no leſs | 
a proof of his ſupreme ſovereignty and un- 
remitted care. Ey him were all things cre= N 
ated, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
viſible and inviſible, 8 whether they be thrones, or 

domi ni uns, or principalities, or. powers; all things 
were created by him, as the Agent, and for 
him, 4 as the End. By, his almighty. Flat, 
unnumbered worlds were created out of no- 
thing; ſo that tie things which are ſeen were 
not made of thi ings. hi ch do appear. 5 His 
infinite wiſdom, which, in concurrence with 
his divine power, furniſhed materials for 
the grand machinery of the univerſe, | ar- 
ranged them in all that order, beauty, and 
perfection, which crown the heavens, and 
adorn the earth; which exhibit a ſyſtem in- 


finitely-diyerfificd, and Net harmoniouſly one; 


„ Where order in variety we ſee, 
Where all s n and th all agree,” 
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work; while both wall. unite to publif 


5 "tus 


A8 he l che Creator, 'fo be ie alle the 
Sup orter of the univerſe. By hum. all things 
confi. ＋ Were he to with- hold bis hand, or 
to withdraw, for one fingle moment, His all- 
. ſtaining influence creation, in all its. parts, 


F and through all its powers, would feel an 


inflant ſhock, that would reduce N it to its 
Primitive chaos of darkneſs, diforder, and 
ina on: for, in nature, as. in grace, eEHRLST 
is the Efe of the world.” 80 that, as long as 
tie fur continues to mine; the moon and 
the ftars, which he hath ordained, to commu- 
nicate their borrowed light ; the Planets to 
move in their preſcribed* ations, with a re- 
gularity as exact, as their velocit ty is prodi- 
Sious; the ſeaſons, : to roll in conſtant and 
unvaried Tucceſfion ; ; or the animal and ve- 
getable” worlds, to put forth their reſ peckve 
productions, with pinQuality and profuſion : 2 
ſo long the heavens will declare the Reideem-" 
er's glory, and the earth ew his handy- 


1 


ſilent, yet inrenſtible eloquence, the ſupreme 
dignity of his perſon; and, in full confu- 


aalen of . foul-mouthed, blaſphemer, to 


91 


* 
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47 
announce to men and angels, chat Chriſt ii 
Gon over. all, bleſſed for evermore.'*.. Jf.in his 


works, ſo glorious, and ſo fair ; 'kimfelf, how 
wonderous then! Even the vaſt furniture of 


the univerſe, with all the aſſembled beauties ww 


of heaven and earth, are but the ſhadowy 

out-/kirts of the glory of Him, whoſe Divine 
perſections no tongue can expreſs; no heart "2 
can comprehend or conceive; and no works 
whatever, fully delineate:—Loxp, what i is man, 
then, that be ſhould be fingled out as the fa- | 
vorite of ſuch a Savior? 8 


When the eſſential e e of *. 1 a are 85 


taken into conſideration; how eee + 
how condeſcending ! how gracious! that he 0 
ſhould ſtoop ſo low as to become man |. and 8585 
thereby diſarray himſelf of all that ma- 

jeſty, ſplendor and glory, annexed to the 
form, of GovD IT This is that diflinguiſh- 
ing myſtery of godlineſs, which angels defire to. 
look into, & with admiration and delight; which 
ſaints contemplate with inexpreſſible tranfꝑort 
and triumph; vis. that Gop was. e in the 
Felt 1+: that the ee on hates: bas in- 
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babited eternity,” put off his robes of royalty, 
and put on the humble garment of humanity, 
together with an innumerable train of ſorrows, 
iſſuing. at laſt, in ignominy the moſt com- 
Plicated, and diſſolution the moſt excrutia- 
ating! Hence his name is called Wo d DER - 
or; EMMANUEL, 'Gop with 15. 1 Incom- 
prehenſible wonders centre in the conſtitution 
of his perſon. Being Gop and man in one 
Cnxfrs r. all the extremes of finite and infinite, 


of power and weakneſs, of glory and humili- 


ation, of riches and poverty, form the myſte- 
Tious contraſt in his character, as our incar- 
nate Meſſiah : but a contraſt this, big with 
divine Aignificancy, in the grand affair of our 
ſalvation. As man, he became our Repreſenta- 
tive, our Surety, our Dayr- man, our "Subſtitute, | 
our Sacrifice. By the aſſumption of our nature, 
he became capable of ſuffe ring; ; and in cor- 
reſpondence with the condition and require · 
. ments of the new covenant, he fulfilled the law, 
in his life; and gave ample ſatisfaction to 


juſtice, by his vicarious death. As Gop, he 


communicates unutterable glory to every part 


of his mediatorial undertaking. So that the 
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faſferings and obedience; of his _ üatütes 
receive infinite ſufficiency from the perfections 5 
of the divine, to which it is united. The blood? 
which purchaſed our pardon, procured our 
ranſom from captivity, and expiated our -guile; 
is called by the ineſtimably- precious and Slo- 
rious title of the blood of God :* and the righte- 
ouſneſs, which renders us accepted at the*tri- 
bunal of infinite juſtice, and aſcertains dur 
title to everlaſting glory, is the righteouſneſs" of 
Gov. + Having accomplithed the work, which 
law and juſtice required of him, he is ſeated 
at the Father's right hand as King of Hints, 
and Head of the church: and, that he might 


have in all things the pre-eminence, Gop hath 
given him a name, which ts above every name, 


that at the name of Ixsus every knee ſhould bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and thing: 
under the earth; and that every tongue ſhould con- 
feſs that Feſus Chriſt is e to the ns oy . 
the Father: t ft + T0 | Art 
Thus poſſeſſing infinite e in bis pſa 
ſon, and communicating-infinite merit to his 
ſufferings and obedience, be is in every point” 
of view, qualified for being the mediator of the 
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e new 


t * 1 
neu covenant. Men and angels are com- 
ant to do him en as date hy 
10 him and be Tel | He is the ſure, the im- 


movable foundation laid in Zion, for wiſdom, 
holineſs, and righteouſneſs; and there is none 
other. As the infallible Prophet of his church, 
de is Wonderful, Counſellor 4; the only perſon in 
heaven and earth, who is able to open the book 
with ſeven ſeals; * to reveal the ſecrets of his 
Father's counſels; and to teach the myſteries 
of his kingdom. As our great Melchiſedeck, 
he poſſeſſeth an unchangeable prieſthood ; hath 
offered up the great atonement for fin, and 
| carried the merit a his FANG: into ms Hom 
of Holies. 

As our King, ke fights the: battles a his. 
church militant ; goeth forth conquering and 
ta conquer, till fin, Satan, the world and death 
are made his footflool. Thus confidered in 
his perſon as God-man, and in his mediatorial 
affices as Prophet, Priqt, and King, he is ineſti- 
mably precious to them that alete 3 the * 
among ten — ? | 

r ::.. 
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I 
III. But what hath he von for us men, and 
1 our falyation ?—That, ' which exeites tlie 

aſtoniſhment of angels, the envy of devils; and 
the triumphant praiſes of redeemed ſinners 
That, in which human and angelic beings durſt 
not have ſo much as engaged lat, which e. 
hibits a more illuſtrious diſplay of all the attri- 
butes of the | Godhead; than all the glories of 
creation |—That, which: reconeiles, in the feet 
eſt harmony, the oppoſite claims of merey and 
truth, juſtice and peace |—That,' which brings 
the higheſt honors to Jehovah, and ſecures the 
richeſt grace for periſhing finners And that, 
in the exalting of which, heaven and earth, 
creatures animate and inanimate, are fü 
moned to unite. Sing, 0 ye- heavens, for the: 
Lonp hatn DONE if: Shout' ye "lower parts of 
the! earth : break: forth into Singing, ye mountains, 
O. foreſt, and every tree therein, for Tax LoRB 
HATH REDEEMED: Jacos;-and glorified himſelf 
in Ifracl. This is, what Jesvs hath done.” He 

hath redeemed finners. He hath paid down 4 
__ ranfom-price, by the ſovereign” application 2 
whereof, their ſouls are delivered, now; from 
the ING under fin and Satan; and through 


N _— ops nes + hoe ne ae te . 
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whichs their bodies ſhall be hereafter. ranſomed 
from the power of the gravc. He hath borne 
the. curſe of the law; hath trodden the great 
wine: preſs of the wrath of God; hath carried 

our ſorrows, and ſins; hath ſatisſied the awful 


of divine juſtice; hath conquered 
en and him chat had the power of death, 
that is, the devil; hath wrougbt out a deli- 
verance from hell, and opened a way to the 
| once: forfeited -inheritance of eternal life! He 
hath, finiſhed the. tranſgreſſion, made an end 
of ſins, made reconciliation for 1 as 
Waun in everlaſting, ere w 


«Kod > 
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merey ory tg 2 e Big ry in = 
perſon is ſo great, and in his redeeming work, 
to glorious? ? 1s it not, in every point of view; 
adapte ed to the deplorable condition of ruined 
| finners ? ? and is it not eſpecially, ſuited to the 
ſurrounding miſeries of your own ſtate, in par- 
ticular ? What the news of pardon is, to a con- 
demned criminal ; of liberty to. the galley-ſlave; 
of an act of grace to the impriſoned and in- 
ſolvent debtor; of health and life, to the diſ- 
eaſed and dying: —all that, and ten thouſand” 


* Dan. ix. 24. 8 
. | time 


ta J 


mes more, is the proclamation of forgives | 
neſs and peace in the goſpel, to condem- 
ned finners | Glorious tidings ! Well might : 
a choir of angels be commiſfioned at the 
nativity of Chriſt, to announce ſuch good- 
will to the children of men. Surely, if ſuch - 
good news had. been carried to. the confines 
of hell, it would have gladdened the hearts 
of apoſtate devils themſelves. But the goſpel 
is not for them. | Its heavenly meſſage con- 
tains no reference to their ſtate. No. It is 
ſent to ſuch ſinners, as yourſelf. To rebels 
like you, its divine invitation calls, Come, for 
all things are now ready,—A pardon, bought 
with blood, + ready for ſinners obnoxious to 
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+ © — — Survey the wond'rous cure; 
And at each ſtep let higher wonder riſe. . . 
Pardon for infinite offence ! and pardon 

Thro' means, that ſpeak its value infinite! 
A pardon bought with blood / with blood dine 4 
With blood divine of Him, I made my foe ! 
Perſiſted to provoke ! Tho' woo'd and aw'd, 
Bleſt and chaſtis d, a flagrant rebel ſtill! 
A rebel, midſt the thunders of his throne! 
Nor I alone! A rebel Univerſe / _ 
My ſpecies up in arms! Not one exempt ! 
Yet for the fouleft of the foul he dies! 
| Moſt joy'd, for the redeem'd from deepeſt gui! 15 
As if our race were held of higheſt rank; 
And DIE hop as more kind to man !” 
* Night Thoughts: 
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tte fentence of death; an immaculate robe 

of righteouſneſs, for the - guilty and unrighte- 
ous; a purifying fountain of water and blood, 
for the flthy, and unclean; unſearchable riches 

of grace for the poor; divine anointing for 
the blind; a ſovereign and infallible remedy | 
for all diſorders of the fin-fick : Almighty 
ftrength for the weak and helpleſs; and life 
for the dead. | Whilſt, moreover. > 


2. . For us the loving Savior fend; ta Act 
And ſpreads for us his bloating „ 
"= Ready the Father is to on | 
= And kiſs each LATE-RETURNING Sou. 


Ney the Spirit of bis 3 1. SR. | | 
Juſt now the ſtony heart to move; _ [| 
T' apply and witneſs with the blood, 

And waſh and ſeał us ſons of God. 


Ready th' inquiring angels wait, 
To triumph in our bleſt eſtate; 
Tuning their harps, they. long to praiſe, a 
The wonders of REDESMING GRACE. 


E- 2 And now, Ruce every ching on the part 
5 of God, is in perfect readineſs, let me aſk, 
are you alſo ready? or rather, has the Spi- 
vit of life in Chriſt Jeſus made you ready, 


to liſten to thoſe glad —_ of great Joy 
in 


L 43 1. 


in the goſpel, and to credit their full, report : 


reſpecting the Redeemer's ability to fave ? 


Are you ready to cloſe in with his Sraci- 


ous tender of mercy? Conſider, that in 


all probability. the duration of this tender. 


with reſpect to yourſelf, will ſoon come to a 


period: and if you. do not accept of. it, be- 


fore you are encloſed in the cold embraces 


of death, it will, be loſt for ever. 


Ko Haſte ! haſte! he Hes In wait! he's at ths door? 
5 Inſidious Darn! ſhou'd his ſtrong arm arreſt * 
No ARE ſets the had ner free,” + 


PX 


Wbat Gfecrinns can you reaſonably enter 
tain againſt this method of ſalvation ! It is 


not of works, left any man ſhould booſt. * ABA 


as you have no works whereof to make your 
| boaſt, unleſs. you, will venture to. glory in 
that which is your ſhame; ehre the 
gracious plan exactly ſuits 50. But it is 
ſalvation by grace; + therefore it comprehends 
: the moft rich and glorious proviſion for the 
deepeſt wants of neceſſitous ſinners, and ex- 


tends the moſt ineſtimable bleffings Freely, | 


to thoſe who have no perſonal claim to 


"=. „ 8 * 
* . 
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N 1 them, 


. 0 * 
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*. 


ray 


a them, "founded on their own merit. Read ; 
Ja. Te. - 1.— it t is alſo through fai th. * The 


n oe” the law_ is, Do this and live. 
But, as the Whole world is become guilty before 


God of a breach of this condition, the voice 
of conſolation in the Yoſpel-is, Believe on the 
Lord' Feſus Chrift, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. $ 
It is a free falvation for mers; for ' thoſe | 
that are loft; for finners under the curſe of 
the law, and obnoxious to eternal. death; 
for, the wretched, the unrighteous, the ru- 
ined, the poor, the helpleſs, and the blind; 
for all ſorts of ſinners; high and low, rich 
and poor, old and young z ; for thoſe who 
owe the law of God ue hundred talents, as 
well as thoſe. who ſtand charged with 2 
ſmaller. debt of obligation ; ; for the moſt 
flagrant offenders, the vileſt of the vile; yea 
the moſt abandoned of the human race are 
included in its glorious plan, and may be 
ſharers in its extenſive bleſſings, upon be- 
lieving the goſpel,—lt is a ſalvation from fin; 
from all manner of | fin and blaſphemy ; from 
fins of the ont dye; 45 the moſt flagrant 
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enormity; of the moſt complicated aggra- 
vation ; of the moſt damnable quality. Come 
now and let us reaſon" together, ſaith the Lord: 
though your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white 1 
as ſnow ; though they be red like” crimſon,” they 
ſhall be as wool, * The author of this glo- 
rious ſalvation was called Ixsvs, becauſe lie 
ſhould ſave his people from their sis: + tho 
the multitude of them were equal to' the ſtars 
of heaven, or the ſands, which are upon 
the ſea-ſhore, ' innumerable. ' And the apoſtle 
n declares, that the blood of Feſus Chriſ 
cleanſeth from ALL fin; Þ including thereby 
every kind and degree of fin; of the moſt 
God-provoking and ſoul-deftroying nature; 
whether original or actual; of heart, or life. 
And the ſame Almighty Deliverer, who ſaves 
from fins however heinous and numerous, 
includes in this falvation, two properties, 
which conſtitute the very pinnacle of its 


glory, and the crown of all its bleſſings; and | 


theſe are perfection and perpetuity. Hence an 
apoſtle and a prophet ſay, He is able to ſave 
to the pa eig T0 ede e or "for 


* Ja. i. 18. + Mat. 885 1 1 John 1. F 
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ever. $. Men 1 ae in be Lord with 
mor eee, world 4 end. || My falua- 
tian ſhall be far ever, and my ae hell 


wot be . aboliſhed. \ 
And now, Sir, * thro! the perſect na- 
ture of this ſalvation, mercy, can be extend - 


ed to the vileſt ſinner under the heavens . 


ſince Ixs us can ſave all ſorts of ſinners: > 


from. every ſpecies and degree of iniguity :— — 
and that too, perfectly, and for ever: why 


| ſhould, not you put in your humble claim 
tao the grace of the goſpel? Lou will fay, 


perhaps, 2 Lam unworthy but to ſuch it is 
offered: your unworthineſs affords a ſtrong 
argument for urging that claim; and a ſenſe 
rative to your receiving the mercy. propoſ- 


ed. * I am too great. a ſinner,” you will 


| perhaps add. But are you greater than 
| Manassan? than RAAB? than Macpa- 
LEN? than SauL? than the TRIET on the 


 Erols? or thoſe, who imbrued their hands 
in the ier blood: ? Yet theſe were faved X 


. 6% 1 abs 17. 1 U. KK: 
. | 7 000 


7 
* 


[4 
# 


„ 


E 


| thro” Chriſt; and; as ſabjefs of his, free 
grace, are now ſurrounding” with their praiſs 


es, 'the throne of God and of the Lamb. Is : 5 


your guilt deeper, than, that of thoſe forni- 


cators, idolators, adulterers, effeminate; abuſers 
of themſelves wih mankind, thieves; covetaus, 
drunkards, revilers, extortioners, whom the 


apoſtle mentions in 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10? and 
among whom he declares, in the very next 
verſe, that his Corinthian converts had once 
elaſſed; adding, And suen were ſome f y? 

| Yet of ſuch he ſays, But ye are waſhed, bus 
ye are ſandified, but ye are juſtified in the name ._ 
of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit f aur 


Ged. In ſhort, do you think yourſelf a 
finner, too enormous for CRAIST to: fave ? 


If you do, then you muſt ſappoſe, that there 


is greater demerit in your fins, than there is 


 fuſficiency in the Sa viox. But as fuch a 
ſuppoſition is big with blaſphemy and un- 


belief; admits as 2 truth, one of the Devil's 


| moſt bare-faced and yet moſt dangerous fal- 
ſities; derogates from the glory of the Lon? 
Cartsr ; and carries damnation in its very 


nature : let me beſeech you to reject it, as 
you love your foul, and wiſh to flee from 


the 


jc” , 


> 48 oy 
the wrath” 80 of come. To every ſuch unbe- 
lieving and Abena ſuggeſtion, let the de- 


claration of the apoſtle ever furniſh you with 
an anſwer; viz. Where fin abounded, grace did 
MUCH MORE abound. * And, in order to 


make you victorious. a over Satan's accuſations, 
as well as to bear you above every inward 
fear, let me intreat you to weigh well the 
ma of the following ſcriptures : Who is a 
like unto thee, that PARDONETH INI- 
r. and paſſeth by the tranſgreſſion of the 
remnant of his heritage? He retaineth not his 


anger for ever, becauſe HE DELIGHTETH IN 
" MERCY. He will turn again, he quill HAVE 


COMPASSION upon us : he, will ſubdue our ini- 
quities : and thou wilt CAST ALL THEIR SINS 


into the depths of the ſea. . The LoxD is flow 
o anger. T O Iſrael, thou haſt DESTROYED 


thyſelf, but IN ME is thine HELP. & I even 1 
am he that BLOTTETH OUT thy: tranſgreſſims 
for mine own ſake, and will NOT REMEMBER 


_ thy fins. || If any man. fin, wwe haue an ADV0- 


"caTE with the Futher, JasUs CHRIST the 


ri N 7 Whom God hath. — fartk , to be g 
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dropitiation | 
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propitiation through faith in his blood, o that 
whoſoever. believeth in him Should. not periſh, _ 
| have everlaſling life. + e 


If it pleaſe God, to give you a reliance * 5 
the free and boundleſs mercy, revealed in the 
above ſcriptures, and on the glorious ſalvation, 
| which gilds thoſe precious promiſes, with 


light and conſolation; you will then have a 


SAv10R to go to, who is the Father's Delight; 
and thro'- whom you will be furniſhed with a 
blood and righteouſneſs 
of the Divine Surety of the new teſtament; a 
= plea, which God himſelf will not, cannot, re- 

ject. Your conſcience will then be purged 


plea, founded on the 


from dead works, to ſerve the living God. Its 


wounds will be healed; its galling ſenſations 
of guilt removed; and its peace eſtabliſned. 
Your heart will become the reſidence of 
CarIsT; where he will ſet up his bleſſed 
throne, and ſway every faculty by the ſceptre 
of his love. And, howſoever your ſoul may 
have formerly been the ſeat of every abomi- 
nable luſt and tyrannical paſſion, which made 
it like the troubled ſea, that cafteth up mire ant 
dirt; '$ Fn will wen be interegel3 in a Savieay, os - 
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to whom you may, in faith and confidence, 
— 0s RY had -<2adbges1 
4 Thou, that canſt ſtill the raging of the ſeas, 
Cbain up the winds, and bid the tempeſts ceaſe 
[Redeem my ſhipwreck'd ſoul from raging guſts, 
Of. ſtrong temptations and deceitful Juſts.” 1 


* 8 W 9 * . 2 


= Here, you will perceive, Tam indulging a | 
degree of charitable hope, that you miy at | 
length be brought to ſee the things which 
I belong to your peace, and to make the Lon Ya 
I _ __Jzesvs CHRIST all your defire and all your 
ſalvation. Should my hopes prove as 'well- | 
founded, as my wiſhes, relative to that event, 
are extenfive; and my ſupplications, ardent ; 
you will then begin to taſte of that real happi- © 
neſs, from which you have been hitherto © 
| eſtranged, and reſpecting the true nature of 
x which, vou have been as groſly miſtaken, as : 
* the man, who ſhould take all imaginable pains 
| to purſue a ſhadow, and, after various morti- 
fying diſappointments; ſhould nevertheleſs ſtill 
run himſelf out of breath in the fruitleſs chaſe; 
: A ſtranger, all your paſt life, to ſolid bliſs, 
you will „ to as and admire the un- 


i ſpeakable 


E 
ſpeakable Fade ariſing from the know- 


ledge of Jeſus. And, the contraſt in your feel- 
ings will make former purſuits appear the 


more ſordid, and your latter enjoyments, pro- 


portionably the more ſolid, and delightful. 
Sitting at' the feet of CnRIs T. as an humble 
pupil, ready to admit his bleſſed inſtructions; 
you will hear that voice, and catch thoſe 
words of life and peace, which diſtil, with 
greater ſweetneſs than the honey-comb, and 
with an influence, refreſhing to the Soul, as 
the dew to the tender herb. Taſting his par- 


doning love, you will find a heaven begun 


upon earth. This will make you a poſſeſſor 
_ of, what is with great propriety called, the ſoul's 
calm ſun-ſhine, and the heart-felt joy, peculiar: to 


thoſe, who walk in the light of the Sun of Rg. 


teouſneſs. Waſhed in the blood of the Lamb, 
and renewed by his bleſſed Spirit, you will be 


at a loſs for words to deſcribe that grace, by 


which we are made new creatures in CHRIST 
JEs us: and, taking a review of yourſelf as a 


ſinner, ſaved at the eleventh hour, you will be 


conſtrained to aſk men and angels, 1s not this 


a brand Pluck d cut Na the fire? Standing Th 


1 


* Zech. iii. 2. 
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int 


' Cantsr your righteouſneſs, and Srength, and 
triumphing in his glorious ſalvation ; you will 
then be able to look the King of terrors in the 
face, without the leaſt diſmay; to touch the 
monſter's ting, and to feel it blunted, or ra- 
ther totally extracted, through the virtue of a 
dying Sav1oR's blood; to behold the accuſer 
of the brethren filenced ; fin cancelled ; the ter- 
rors of the law changed into bleſſings; the 
mouth of the pit ſhut; heaven, with all its 
glories, opening to ne; and IkEs us, 
with his arms of love, wide - expanded, ready 
to claſp you to his boſom. Under ſuch ſoul- 
raviſhing foretaſte of future joys, you will then 
exult with the poets and 4 fas, even in the j Jaws 
of death. £4 9 | 


«c The ty recedes, it difappears, 
Heav'n opens to my eyes; my ears, 
With ſounds ſeraphic, ring: 

Lend, lend your wings, I mount, I By, 
O death, where is thy victory ? | 
O grave, where is thy ſing | _ 


But, left I ſhould be too in in my 
expectations, I will endeavor to check, what | 
g 8 „ Ke: s . they | 


1 53 1 


they would otherwiſe induce me to anticipate; 3 


till T hear what reception the preceding re- 
flections meet with. In the mean time, let 
me beſeech you to conſider 


A that time flies: 


health declines: death urges: eternity is juſt 


in view: God calls: heaven invites: hell 
threatens: minifters warn: the judge is at the 


door: and all things around you cry, PR- 
 PARE. TO MEET THY GoD.* That you may 
be enabled to {liſten to the univerſal alarm, 


and make the ſolemn prepartion ;—that you 


may no longer trifle with God, and overlook. 


the concerns of your immortal ſoul ;—and that 
the Lorp Jzsvs CHRIST in life and death, 
may be your hope, your ſtrength, and your 
falvation ;—is the unſeigned and moſt ardent 
dene of your ſoub's dae ne 
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We follows: "g - Pamphlets, Se. by the ons Author, 
may be had of the Bookſellers mentioned in the 


: Title Tage. r 


A” Letter t a Baptif Minifter; being 2 
; Vindication of Infant IEP I 8d. 


4 33 
2. A Reply to Parmenas on the fame SubjeRt. 


35 The nder: Prins bey containing ſome 
defenſive Pleas for the Inſtitutions and Mi- 
niſters of the Church of England, reſpecting . 
the Mode of adminiſtering Baptiſm. 38. 


115 National. Troubles, a proper Ground far 
National Humiliation : Two Sermons on. 


- the General Faſt, Dec. 13, 1776. IS. 


F * 


6 The Lou's ſia with a Guilty Na- 


. 126, 1778. 1s. 12 WR 58 


: 6. Nathan's Meſſage to David: A Sermon. 6d. 
7. Jebu's Looking Glaſs. 4 5 1 
8. Serious Hints, refpecting the great Utility 

of ſome parochial Plan, for ſuppreſſing: the 
Profanation of the LoxD's ad 2d. or 


20d. a n. | ; 3 
9 A 


- > * Books; Panphlets, Ge. 4 Cp Df : 


9. A Collection of Plalms and Hymns, on va- 
rious Subjects; uſed i in St. Alkmond's Church,” 
Shrewſbury. - 18. ſewed, or may be had * 
different Kinds of Eiadings. | 


of 7. 2 e may 150 by WY 
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I. The Portraiture of the Chriſtian Penitent: _ 


being a Courſe of Sermons N the, 
Pfalm, in 2 Vols. by the Rev. Mi 
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